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Glossary of MAID Terms 
 (
PLEASE TRANSLATE ONLY THE TERMS IN BOLD. 
DEFINITIONS ARE PROVIDED FOR EXPLANATION PURPOSES ONLY.
)
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	English Term and Definition
	Translation into Target Language

	Advance Care Planning (ACP): The process of reflecting on and communicating one's future health care preferences in case of incapacity.
	

	Advance Directive: A legal document outlining a person's wishes regarding medical treatment if they become unable to communicate.
	

	Advance Request for MAID: A proposal to allow individuals to request MAID in advance, in case they lose capacity in the future.
	

	Assisted Dying: A practice where individuals receive medical assistance to end their own lives under specific legal conditions.
	

	Bill C-14: The 2016 Canadian legislation that legalized MAID under specific conditions.
	

	Bill C-7: The 2021 amendment to MAID legislation, expanding eligibility criteria.
	

	Capacity Assessment: Evaluation to determine if an individual can understand and appreciate the consequences of health care decisions.
	

	Carter v. Canada: A landmark 2015 Supreme Court case that decriminalized assisted dying in Canada.
	

	Clinician-Assisted Medical Assistance in Dying: MAID administered directly by a physician or nurse practitioner.
	

	Conscientious Objection: The right of healthcare providers to refuse participation in MAID due to personal beliefs.
	

	Conscientious Participation: When healthcare providers choose to participate in MAID based on their ethical beliefs.
	

	End-of-Life Care: Support and medical care given during the time surrounding death.
	

	Enduring Request: A persistent and voluntary request for MAID, free from external pressure.
	

	Euthanasia: The act of deliberately ending a person's life to relieve suffering, with or without their explicit request.
	

	Grievous and Irremediable Medical Condition: A serious illness or disability causing enduring suffering that cannot be alleviated under conditions acceptable to the individual.
	

	Health Care Proxy: A person designated to make medical decisions on behalf of someone unable to do so.
	

	Independent Witness: An individual who confirms the authenticity of a patient's written MAID request, ensuring no coercion.
	

	Informed Consent: Voluntary agreement to a medical procedure based on understanding its risks and benefits.
	

	Interdisciplinary Team: A group of healthcare professionals from various fields collaborating in patient care.
	

	Intolerable Suffering: Severe physical or psychological pain that cannot be relieved in a manner acceptable to the patient.
	

	Life-Sustaining Treatment: Medical procedures that extend the life of a patient, such as mechanical ventilation or feeding tubes.
	

	MAID Provider: A healthcare professional authorized to administer or prescribe medication for MAID.
	

	Mature Minor: A minor deemed capable of making their own medical decisions, though currently, MAID is not available to minors in Canada.
	

	Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID): The legal provision of assistance by a medical professional to help a person end their life.
	

	MAID Assessment: The evaluation process to determine a patient's eligibility for MAID.
	

	MAID Coordinator: A professional who manages and facilitates the MAID process within a healthcare setting.
	

	MAID Eligibility Criteria: Specific conditions a patient must meet to qualify for MAID.
	

	MAID Monitoring: The oversight process ensuring compliance with MAID regulations and standards.
	

	MAID Policy: Institutional guidelines governing the provision of MAID services.
	

	MAID Referral: The process of directing a patient to a MAID provider or assessment team.
	

	MAID Reporting Requirements: Legal obligations to document and report MAID cases to regulatory bodies.
	

	MAID Service Agreement: A formal agreement outlining the terms and conditions of providing MAID.
	

	Palliative Care: Specialized medical care focused on providing relief from the symptoms and stress of serious illness.
	

	Patient Rights: Legal entitlements related to medical care, including the right to informed consent and refusal of treatment.
	

	Physician-Assisted Suicide: A practice where a doctor provides a patient with the means to end their own life.
	

	Power of Attorney for Personal Care: A legal document appointing someone to make personal care decisions if one becomes incapable.
	

	Psychosocial Assessment: Evaluation of a patient's mental health and social circumstances as part of the MAID process.
	

	Reasonably Foreseeable Natural Death: A criterion under Canadian law indicating that a person's natural death is predictable within a certain timeframe.
	

	Safeguards: Legal measures designed to protect individuals requesting MAID, ensuring decisions are well-considered and voluntary.
	

	Second Opinion: An additional medical evaluation to confirm a diagnosis or treatment plan, required in the MAID process.
	

	Self-Administered MAID: When a patient takes prescribed medication themselves to end their life.
	

	Substitute Decision-Maker: An individual authorized to make healthcare decisions on behalf of someone who is incapacitated.
	

	Supported Decision-Making: Assisting individuals in making their own decisions, rather than making decisions for them.
	

	Terminal Illness: A disease that is incurable and expected to lead to death within a short period.
	

	Voluntary Euthanasia: Ending a person's life at their explicit request to relieve suffering.
	

	Witnessing Requirements: Legal stipulations regarding who can witness the signing of MAID request forms.
	

	Withdrawal of Treatment: Discontinuing medical interventions, allowing a disease to take its natural course.
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